
Witnessing Communities 
of Compassion and Care

The pandemic caused hardship on many levels for Casa de Oración 
(Discipulos de Cristo) San Diego [CDO] and their local community. 
Many people lost their jobs and the critical income needed to support 
their families. This is one area where CDO stepped in to fill the gap. 

During the pandemic, CDO saw a dras-
tic uptick in people using their food pan-
try. Due to indoor gathering restrictions, 
they created a drive-through pantry in 
their parking lot. CDO partnered with 
local food banks to access food in bulk. 
Also, CDO received three National Benev-
olent Association Covid-19 Response 
Grants totaling $20,000.

Each week, CDO offered large boxes with a wide variety of foods to 
over 100 families. Grant funds were used to purchase perishables and 
hygiene items, as well as protective gear for volunteers. “Many people 
are so grateful for this. We continuously receive thank you shout outs 
from all who benefited,” said Rev. Xosé G. Escamilla, Lead Pastor of CDO.

As the community began to recover, the members of Casa de Oración 
decided to make a donation as a gift of gratitude. “We received NBA 
support during times in which this ministry needed it the most. When 
we recovered, we couldn’t hold off from giving back so that NBA can 
continue to support other ministries doing the same. Giving back is a 
witness to our belief of being true and genuine partners in ministry,” 
said Rev. Escamilla. “Thank you again to NBA for partnering with us.”

A Story from the National Benevolent Association

The Easter Special Offering is one way to support General Ministries, 
including NBA. We receive over $200,000 annually from your gifts to Disciples 

Mission Fund. This funding supports our partnerships with Disciples health 
and social service ministries — including CDO’s food program — to truly create 
communities of compassion and care. Thank you for your generous support!

Members of Casa de Oración 
distributing food.

National Benevolent Association of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
733 Union Blvd Ste 300, St. Louis, MO 63108
ph 314.993.9000  ·  www.NBAcares.org
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